AMRITSAR	lag
ill time the church, spiritual and militant, of
Sikhism. The next Guru, tenth in direct succession
rom Baba Nanak, prescribed a distinctive costume
or his followers, drew up a Code of Laws, and did
lis utmost to purge Sikhism of Hindu and Mahometan
elements. Some years later he was murdered, and
*vith his dying breath declared that Gurus were no
[onger needed ; from now on the Sikhs must look
for guidance only to their Holy Book, the Granth.
The Sikh religion is a hard one. The rigour of
its precepts, adapted as they were to troubled
times, has little application to an India basking
in the Pax Britannica. Thirty years ago Sikhism
showed signs of dying out; its resuscitation, due to
political considerations, came about in a rather
curious way. A man is not born a Sikh; to be-
come one he must on reaching adult age accept the
rite of baptism. But the younger generation did
not relish the notion of embracing a faith which
demands the utmost circumspection from its fol-
lowers in the observance of the Law. There was a
growing tendency to shirk the baptismal rite, to take
the line of least resistance and relapse into the
status of low-caste Hindus. The British military
authorities, however, had realized that the Sikh
religion had virtues signally conducive to the
making of good soldiers. And they enacted that
every recruit born of Sikh parents must be bap-
tized. Moreover, the ceremony was performed by
the regimental priest with much pomp and cir-
cumstance. The provision that a son of Sikh
parents, unless he was himself a Sikh, could not
enlist in a Sikh regiment—the ambition of every
Punjabi—had the desired effect on this martial race.
The Sikh religion took on a new lease of life, and
nourishes to-day as in the past.

